A copy of this letter was sent to Dr Hamilton, whose reply follows: Dear Sir, The point about metrizamide is that there is no risk attached to intradural injection should this accidentally occur. There are considerable hazards from the intrathecal injection of ionic contrast such as sodium iothalamate. 
From Dr S A AI-A wadi and others Kuwait Medical Genetics Centre Maternity Hospital. Safat, Kuwait
Sir, There is evidence that some cases of congenital intestinal atresia are familial and may be associated with an. autosomal recessive type of inheritance. In support of this view, we recently reported jejunal atresia in 2 sibs with first-cousin Saudi Arabian parents (AI-Awadi et al. 1981) .
We now report another family in which 2 sibs out of a sibship of 6 had intestinal atresia. The first affected sib, a girl, had extensive atresia involving the distal part of jejunum, the ileum and a small part of the colon; the second affected sib, a boy, had membranous type atresia of the distal jejunum and microileum. The parents, as well as the maternal grandparents, were first cousins of Jordanian origin.
Other families have been reported in which the parents were consanguineous and had 2 or more affected sibs, with atresia involving the duodenum (Mishalany et al. 1978 Kaloustian 1971 , Guttman et al. 1973 . It is interesting to note that most of these reports were from Arabic countries where cousin marriages are traditionally very frequent. The present and previous cases reported by us also came from Arabic families. Most of the other families were reported by Mishalany and his colleagues from Lebanon, but their ethnic origins were not
